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THE ARTISTS 
Pablo Ziegler began performing classical repertoire at the age of 14. In 
the early 1960's, influenced by Bebop and Dixieland music, he began 
playing jazz. It was while performing and arranging jazz music that he 
formed the Pablo Ziegler Trio, which reflected his musical background 
through the presentation of jazz arrangements of classical music. 
In 1978 Ziegler was invited to become the pianist for Astor Piazzolla's 
Quinteto Tango Nuevo. For the next ten years he performed with this 
group throughout Europe, Japan and North America. During this time 
he learned everything about being a tanguero (tango musician) from the 
famed master, Astor Pantaleon Piazzolla, and performed at the 
Montreal, Nice, Sapporo, Central Park Summerstage, and Istanbul Jazz 
Festivals. 
His performances this season include the following appearances: 
Festival de Jazz de Punta del Este (Uruguay), in Orvieto, Italy, and in 
Texas and Maryland with his Quintet for New Tango; in Ohio, 
Connecticut, Tacoma, Seattle, and Atlanta with pianist Christopher 
O'Riley in the duo Los Tangueros; in Norway with the Stavanger 
Symphony; and in Germany, Denmark and Italy with the Pablo Ziegler 
Trio (this version of the trio is devoted to new tango). In collaboration 
with dancer/choreographer Miguel Angel Zotto (of Tango x 2), Mr. 
Ziegler created the show Tango Sinf6nico. Tango Sinf6nico was 
presented with great success by the Sydney Symphony as part of the 
Sydney Festival in 2000, and was invited to Australia for more 
performances in February 2001. 
Recent performances of the Quintet for New Tango include Carnegie 
Hall as part of the JVC Jazz Festival (with guest artists Paquito 
D'Rivera, Joe Lovano and Gary Burton), in Tokyo, at the Verbier 
Festival (Switzerland), and in Seattle. 
Pablo Ziegler's discography includes Tango Romance, Music of Buenos 
Aires with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra (BMG/RCA,) Los 
Tangueros, The Tangos of Astor Piazzolla played by Ziegler and 
Emanuel Ax, two-piano arrangements by Ziegler (SONY), Asfalto, 
Street Tango (BMG/ RCA), and Quintet for New Tango recorded with 
guest artist Joe Lovano (BMG/RCA). Pablo Ziegler also appears as 
guest artist in Gary Burton's recording Astor Piazzolla Reunion m the 
Concorde label, and as arranger and accompanist in a soon to be released 
recording with renowned mezzo-soprano Denyce Graves (BMG/RCA). 
"Pablo Ziegler was Astor Piazzolla's pianist for ten years, and this 
[Quintet for New Tango] CD solidifies his claim to be the outstanding 
representative of the nuevo tango in his generation." 
Stereo Review 
Satoshi Takeishi, drummer, percussionist, and arranger is a native of 
Mito, Japan. He studied music at Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
Massachusetts. While at Berklee he developed an interest in the music 
of South America and moved to Colombia following the invitation of a 
friend. He spent four years there and forged many musical and personal 
relationships. His interest expanded to the rhythms and melodies of 
the Middle East where he studied and performed with Armenian-
American oud master Joe Zeytoonian. Since moving to New York in 1991 
he has performed and collaborated with many musicians such as Ray 
Barretto, Carlos Patato Valdes, Eliane Elias, Herbie Mann, Paul 
Winter Consort, Rabih Abu Khalil, Dave Liebman, Randy Brecker, 
Mark Helias, John Zorn, Anthony Braxton, Wolfgang Muthspiel, Mark 
Murphy, and Pablo Ziegler, to name a few. He continues to explore 
multi-cultural and improvisational music with local musicians and 
composers in New York. His most recent project is arrangements of 
Colombian folk music with Colombian singer Lucia Pulido, which was 
released on the German label Intuition Records in 2001. 
For the last fifteen years, Argentine composer Claudio Ragazzi has 
been writing award winning music for film and television, and 
performing with some of todays most respected musicians. In a recent 
performance at Carnegie Hall with the Pablo Ziegler Quintet he was 
featured next to vibraphonist Gary Burton and saxophone legends Joe 
Lovano and Paquito D'Rivera playing the music of Argentine master 
Astor Piazzolla. Claudio started playing and composing music at a very 
early age in his native Argentina. He studied the great classics and the 
jazz masters during the day and performed at night. At seventeen, 
Claudio was already playing at festivals in front of thousands of 
people with top tango and rock musicians. 
After completing his early studies in Argentina, Claudio moved to 
Boston to study at the famous Berklee College of Music, where he was a 
scholarship student. At Berklee he studied composition and arranging 
with Michael Gibbs, Herb Pomeroy, and Gary Burton. He graduated 
Magna Cum Laude in jazz composition and was the recipient of the 
Duke Ellington Master's Award and the Boston Music Awards that 
year. 
He has gone on to receive the following grants: Meet the Composer from 
the National Endowment for the Arts and the award for Composition 
New Fonns Regional Initiative from the New England Foundation for 
the Arts. He was also nominated for the Arts Fellowship Program of 
the Massachusetts Artists Foundation. 
After graduating from Berklee, he wrote music for numerous ballets and 
plays. In the late 80's Claudio began to score music for independent 
films and television programs, and discovered a true passion. He 
worked with various genres: documentary, fiction, and commercials. In 
1998 he scored Brad Anderson's Next Stop Wonderland, (Miramax); the 
CD featuring his music, went TOP TEN en the Billboard charts, 
sustaining it for more than twelve weeks. He also scored The Blue 
Diner. Claudio's musical range and knowledge enables him to score 
films in almost any musical style, ranging from Latin and World Music 
to Urban, Pop, Jazz and Classical Music; without losing his own musical 
identity. 
Mr. Ragazzi's performances include those with world renowned 
violoncellist Yo-Yo Ma en the acclaimed music television series 
"Sessions at Studio 54" in "Passion for Tango" and at Fanueil Hall in a 
program of the music of Astor Piazzolla; jazz pianist Danilo Perez at 
the Panama Festival, guitarist Ralph Towner, and Latin legend Mario 
Bauza. He was a featured as guest soloist with the Hollywood Bowl 
Orchestra, conducted by Jon Mauceri. He has played at the Quebec and 
Jakarta Jazz Pests with the Claudio Ragazzi Quintet. 
Included among his many television music scores are: 
American Experiences "Houdini" and "Zoot Suit Riots"; 
Nova's "The Last Place On Earth and "Shark Attack", 
National Geographic's "Sea Stories" (a 22 part television series), 
Discovery Channel's "All Bird TV" (a 22 part television series), and 
other freelance composer/producer work for numerous television 
programs. Blackside Productions "Breakthrough"(Science and the 
American Dream), PBS's "Sesame Street" and "Race To Save The 
Planet" segment for "In the Name of Progress" Americas (WGBH) 
"Miracles are not Enough." He is also a freelance composer/producer for 
an extensive list of programs ranging from local programming to 
national series. He wrote the theme music and was series composer for 
"La Plaza." He has also scored several documentaries: "16 Decisions," 
"Holding Ground," "Agents of Change," "Mi Puerto Rico," "Images o 
Faith," and "El Yunque." 
He has composed the following ballet and theater scores: The Twelfth 
Night, Blue Tango for The Boston Ballet, and Moving Parts for the New 
York Jazz Ballet. He was also guitarist/arranger for the American 
Repertoire Theater and a member of the Boston Musica Viva Ensemble. 
Mr. Ragazzi was commissioned by the New England Foundation for the 
Arts to compose and co-write Wanderings and to compose, arrange, and 
perform the contemporary performance piece Dulcinea. The Sur, Exiles 
& Dreams, recorded and performed by the Claudio Ragazzi Quintet, 
and Ananda's Amazonia CDs were composed and produced by him. 
His discography includes the following recordings: Sur, Exiles and 
Dreams (CRM), Next Stop Wonderland (Verve) with C. Ragazzi, A. C. 
Jobim, Arto Lindsay, Ziegler/Quintet for New Tango (BMG) featuring 
Joe Lovano, Amazonia (Sonic) with Claudio's group Ananda, Angel in 
the House (Elektra) with Jonatha Brooke & The Story, Ephemera 
(Chetsky) with Carla Lother, Live at Berklee (Berklee Music) with 
Mili Bermejo, Circle of the Sun (BMG) with Aine Minogue and Wanting 
(Warner) with Gabriela Sanders. 
Argentine-born bassist and composer Pablo Aslan has resided in the 
United States since 1980. Director of Avantango, he is also a founder 
and co-director of New York Buenos Aires Connection and New York 
Tango Trio with bandoneonist Raul Jaurena. With these groups he has 
recorded several CDs and toured throughout the Americas, Europe, and 
Russia. He participated in the second and third Tango Summits in 
Spain and Uruguay and recently toured the United States and Japan 
with cellist Yo-Yo Ma and members of the Astor Piazzolla Quintet, 
appearing also m PBS and ABC. He has appeared at Carnegie Hall 
and m PBS with Tango Magic, and directed the New York Tango 
Quartet in the 2000 JVC Jazz Festival at Carnegie Hall. Aslan 
performed and recorded in 1999-2000 with clarinetist David Krakauer's 
Klezmer Madness in the United States and Europe. Pablo has worked 
with an array of artists as varied as film composer Lalo Shiffrin, 
Grammy winning singer Shakira, Grammy winner and Academy Award 
nominee Jorge Calandrelli, Grammy nominated Argentine pianist 
Adrian Iaies, Grammy winner Argentine composer Carlos Franzetti, 
Osvaldo Golijov, Klezmer radical Frank London, and the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. In addition to writing and arranging for his own groups, 
Aslan wrote music for the New York-based Tango Mujer and was 
arranger and musical director of Jenny Levison's Shtil, Mayn Corazon, a 
Yiddish tango cabaret. 
Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, bandone6n player Hector Del Curto 
has traveled the world both as soloist and chamber musician, having 
shared the stage with Astor Piazzolla, Osvaldo Pugliese, Julio Bocca, 
Orquesta Sinfonica de Buenos Aires, and Teatro Colon Ballet, among 
many others. 
In April 1999 he appeared in Carnegie Hall with the Orpheus 
Chamber Orchestra, joined by world-renowned artists Gary Burton, Joe 
Lovano, Pablo Ziegler, and from Buenos Aires, singers Jose Angel Trelles 
and Maria Grana. ANew York Times review stated, "Hector Del Curto 
played wistful, piercing solos on the bandone6n." Del Curto appears m 
recordings with Luis Borda Cutirteto Linea de Tango (Jazz and Fusio 
Records), Osvaldo Pugliese (live in concert), Pablo Ziegler Asfalto 
(BMG, USA), Tango Magic (Sony Music, USA, also in Video and DVD) 
and Quintet For New Tango (BMG). 
Hector won Best Bandone6n Player Under 25 when he was only 17. The 
Italian-American Network awarded him the Golden Note Award in 
recognition of his artistic achievements in 1999. As a conductor he 
directed the show Forever Tango m Broadway as well as numerous 
other concerts featuring tango music. 
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